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Monday, 17 December, 2018, Timing 3:30 to 7:30 pm 


Venue: VIGYAN BHAWAN, New Delhi 110001 


Awards: a new DMC initiative 


Ever since the current Commission took over in July 2017, it has been 
expanding its activities to reach out to the minorities across the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi which embraces 25 million people according to 2018 
estimates. Around 20 percent of this population belongs to the designated 
religious minorities, viz., Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Jains, Buddhists and 
Parsis. 

One of our initiatives is to recognize good work by and for minorities through 
annual awards to outstanding achievers in various fields like students securing 
highest marks in high school and senior secondary exams, teachers of 
substance, outstanding schools, journalists covering and supporting minority 
rights and causes, human rights activists, communal harmony workers, 
outstanding NGOs, etc. 

We have been careful to include majority community people also who 
extended extraordinary services to society, minority communities and 
communal harmony. 

We have also included some extraordinary citizens from outside Delhi who, we 












like to say that we will take care in the conning years to award deserving 
people and NGOs who could not be honoured this year. 

As a gesture, DMC has decided to arrange an educational and cultural 
tour of all the honoured students to go on a study tour to some part of 
India in order to educate them about our rich, diverse and yet shared 
culture and traditions. The timing of the proposed tour will be decided so 
as not to interfere with the educational activities of the students. 
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AYESHA SHAMIM 

Rabia Girls Public School, Ballimaran 
High School Exams 97.6 % 


MARIAM AHMAD 

DPS Mathura Road 
High School Exams 96.7% 


MISHA KHAN 

Springdale School, Pusa Road 
High School Exams 96% 


JEANNE MARIA D’SOUZA 

Mount St. Mary’s School,Delhi Cantt. 

Senior Secondary exams 96.4% 


SIMONIL JASSAWALA 

The Indian School, Josip Broz Tito Marg 
High School Exams 96.75% 


ALEENA VARGHESE 

St. Mary’s Senior Secondary School 
High School Exams 95.6% 


BAQAR RIYAZ 

Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas Vidyalaya, Surajmal Vihar 
Senior Secondary exams 96.2 % 
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Ms. ISHWINDER KAUR 

Mata Gurjri Public School, 
Gurduwara Singh Sabha, Greater Kailash I 
Senior Secondary exams 97.2% 


SPENTA JASSAWALA 

The Indian School, Josip Broz Tito Marg 
Senior Secondary exams 95.75% 
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GLORIA THOMAS 

St. Mary’s Senior Secondary School 
Senior Secondary exams 95.4 % 


Ms. CHARANDEEP KAUR 

Guru Nanak Public School, Rajouri Garden 
Senior Secondary exams 93.2 % 
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FERZEM KHAN 

Springdale School, Pusa Road 
Senior Secondary exams 95.4% 


ROZI 

Bachchon/Bachiyon Ka Ghar, Daryaganj 
Govt. Girls Sr. Secondary School, 
Jama Masjid, Delhi - Sr. Secondary -93.6% 


DISHA JAIN 

Jain Bharati Mrigavati Vidyalaya 
Senior Secondary (Commerce) Exams 94.4 % 





GAURAV JAIN 

Jain Bharati Mrigavati Vidyalaya 
Senior Secondary (Science) Exams 94.4% 


SHAHNAZ 

Bachchon/Bachiyon Ka Ghar, Daryaganj 
Govt. Girls Sr. Secondary School 


Jama Masjid, Delhi 
Sr. Secondary -94.4% 


INSHA MARY STEPHEN 

St. Mary’s Senior Secondary School 
Senior Secondary (Science) exams 94% 


AYUSHI JAIN 

Little Flowers Public SSS, 
Shivaji Park, Shahdra 
Senior Secondary 
exams 93.2% 
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HARNEET KAUR 

Guru Nanak Public School, Pitampura, Delhi 
Senior Secondary School exams 92.6% 


SIMARPREET KAUR 

Guru Nanak Public School, Pushpanjali Enclave, 
Pitampura - High School Exams 92.2% 


ANISHA RODRIGUES 

St. Michaels, Pusa Road 
High School Exams 92.6 % 




Ms. RAJPREET KAUR 

Guru Nanak Public School, Rajouri 
High School Exams 92.4% 


TEACHERS OF 
SUBSTANCE 


Mrs RUKSHANA SHROFF 

Faculty member, Department of 
English, Lady Shriram College, New 
Delhi since 1982, recipient of 
Distinguished Teacher Award of Delhi 
University in 2009, co-authored with 
Kerman Mehta (above) Joyous Flame- 
The Parsi Zoroastrians. 


MOINUDDIN 

PGT, History, Govt. SBV Jafrabad; 
State awardee 2016; contributed 
support material to 9th- 10th Social 
Science Hindi & Urdu medium 
textbooks; translated 11th-12th History 
book for the Department of Education; 
100% 12th Board results of his 
students for the last 15 years. 


Mrs FARAH SAJID 

Principal, Anglo-Arabic Model School, 
Ajmeri Gate; earlier served as Vice 
Principal/Principal in public schools of 
Lucknow, Dehradun and Delhi; 
authored Down 2 Earth - My Book of 
Environmental Studies-Series (1 to 5 
(Devjyoti Books)). 
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Prof., SLBSR Sanskrit Vidyapeeth 
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Dr Mrs SURJIT KOHLI 

Principal, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur 3rd 
Centenary Khalsa SS School 
established in the late 1970s on the 
auspicious occasion of the 
celebrations of the Tri-centenary 
martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadurji 


PREMA ALBUQUERQUE 

Presentation Convent Sr. Sec. 

School, Old Delhi; working as 
ministerial staff in Presentation 
Convent Sr. Sec. School since 
January 2005; helps students and 
parents access Govt, scholarship 


Author, lyricist and music teacher 
in Delhi for the last 30 years, 
considered to be one of the finest 
Western music teachers, taught 
in a number of schools in Kanpur 
and Delhi, recipient of a number 
of national and international 
awards for excellence in teaching 
Western music. 


Dr VEER SAGAR JAIN 


Ms 


Mrs KERMAN MEHTA 


Dr JASWINDER SINGH 

(Principal, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Khalsa 
College, DU) 

With 37 years of teaching experience, Dr Singh 
has handled many leading positions in the field 
of education and training; was executive 
director of UGC’s Centre for E- Learning; has 
authored Managerial Economics, Sikhs and 
New Delhi and Guru, Granth and Panth : 
situating Sikh Movement in South Asian 
context; has published many articles and 
papers in learned journals. 




HARVINDER KAUR 


Dr ANEKANT JAIN 

Prof., Jain Philosophy, 
SLBSR Sanskrit Vidyapeeth 


TGT at Guru Nanak Public School with 33 
years in the profession; she believes in 
facilitating rather than dictating method of 
teaching; takes care of all communities; 
has received many awards in recognition 
of her services; at present nodal officer, 
North West Zone since 2011. 
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NEW HORIZON SCHOOL 


Near Humayun Tomb, Hazrat Nizamuddin (Principal: 
SulekhaMehra) 

Had 100 per cent result 100% pass in Senior 
Secondary exams 2018; begun with 22 students 
and two teachers in 1978-79, NHS has now reached 
senior secondary level offering multiple streams and 
wide choice of subjects. Urdu as well as computer 
education are compulsory for all students from Class 
1 onwards. The Manager of NHS is Kamal Faruqi, a 
former chairman of the Delhi Minorities Commission. 



JAIN BHARATI 
MRIGAVATI VIDYALAYA 



GURU HARKRISHAN PUBLIC SCHOOL 


Punjabi Bagh (Principal: Mrs T.P.K. Gujral) GHPS is run by the Guru 
Harkrishan Public School (New Delhi) Society which was registered 
in 1970. It is managing a chain of 13 schools in Delhi providing senior 
secondary public school education steeped in traditional ethos. The 
vision is to prepare students for life in the 21st century with a global 
perspective. Besides it has four colleges in Delhi University, an 
Engineering College and a Management Institute affiliated to Guru 
Gobind Singh I.P. University, a Polytechnic, 2 ITIs and a host of other 
educational institutions. This body is assisted by Delhi Sikh Education 
Council which looks into the day-to-day affairs of these educational 
institutions. Sprawled over 14 acres, GHPS Punjabi Bagh has large 
and airy classrooms, well-stocked library, laboratories, lecture halls, 
conference room, facilities for art and music, canteen, Gurudwara 
and an indoor stadium. There are also facilities for remedial teaching 
and medical aid. Students are taught secular values, integrity, 
tolerance and to take pride in their heritage. 




G.T. Karnal Road (Principal: Ms. Anupma Bhardwaj) 
JBMV takes pride in providing quality education to 
students from as many as 40 villages, with consistent 
outstanding Board results, believes in imparting a 
holistic learning experience to each child. 


RABIA GIRLS PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Ballimaran (Principal: Naheed Usmani) Had 100 per cent result in 
Senior Secondary exams 2018 (116 students appeared in exams). 
Started in 1973 by Hakeem Abdul Hameed in memory of his mother 
Rabea Begum, the school has a strength of over 1600 students and 
faculty of 75 members of staff. 
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JAM IA COOPERATIVE BANK 



(Chairman: MQH BEG (in the centre)) 

Founded in 1995 by the current chairman’s father late MFH Beg 
who also founded Zakir Bagh residential complex and many 
institutions in Delhi and in his home district Azamgarh. JCB now 
has a number of branches across South Delhi doing a total 
business of Rs. 336.55 crore in the 2017-18 financial year with zero 
NPA. It offers 24x7 services in three of its branchs and has been 
awarded “A” classification by statutory auditors. 



DR SYED ZAFAR MAHMOOD 




(President, Zakat Foundation of 
India) 

Former OSD of Prime Minister's 
High Level (Sachar) Committee 
and a retired IRS officer, he 
served in many capacities in India 
and abroad; has founded a 
number of institutions including a 
school, charity, coaching centre, 
medical centres, orphanage, 
facility for widows, and an inter¬ 
faith organization, etc. 


ABDUL RASHID AGWAN 

(President, Institute of Policy Studies & 
Advocacy and other orgainsations) 
Former director of a think tank, he is 
author of eight books including Islam 
in 21st Century, is actively involved in 
social work and promotion of 
education in Okhla area. 


(Executive Secretary, Business & 
Employment Bureau, Hamdard 
Foundation) 

After a stint with Government and 
an MNC, has been working with 
Jamia Hamdard; runs vocational 
courses under Hamdard 
Foundation’s Business & 
Employment Bureau; is a 
member of DMC’s Muslim 
Advisory Committee. 



SHAUKAT MUFTI 
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RAJIV MOSES RAO 

Born and brought up in Delhi, Rao 
has a passion to do something 
beneficial for society; worked for the 
National Missionary Society of India 
voluntarily, with the Christian wing of 
Aap Ambedhkar Parivar Mission and 
Dhaka Methodist Church; has 
keenly participated in Delhi Minority 
Commission’s awareness camps & 
programmes. 


DELHI MINORITIES COMMISSION O 

AWARDS' 2 


PASTOR KIRAN VS, Adv. 

A pastor in the Apostolic Faith 
Church, Malviya Nagar, Kiran is also 
a Bible teacher in different 
Theological institutions in Dehi NCR; 

graduated in Theology from 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
in Dehradun in 2009 and did his 
masters in Divinity from Southern 
Asia Bible School in Banglore in 
2012. He is a social activist working 
with and for people to bring a 
change in society. 


ROBIN HIBU, IPS 

An IPS officer of 1993 cadre, 
Hibu has been posted in many 
challenging jobs in India and 
abroad. At present he is joint 
commissioner of police posted at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan. He has 
brought joy to many lives through 
the Helping Hands NGO (see 
above)he leads. 


Dr. SUDHIR JOSEPH 

(Director, St. Stephen’s Hospital, Tis Hazari, 
Delhi) 

Dr Sudhir Joseph graduated from Christian 
Medical College, Vellore in 1971 and did his 
M.S. in 1985. After a stint with the Church of 
North India in Frances Newton Hospital, 
Ferozpur and the Leprosy Mission in 
Chandak, Uttarakhand, he joined St. 

Stephen’s Hospital 

in 1990 and became head of its Department 
of Surgery seven years later. He is the 
Director of the hospital since 2006. It is a 
recognition of his leadership that the World 
Health Organisation has recognized St. 
Stephen’s as a model hospital for BMWM. He 
is chairman and member of many 
organisations across the country. He received 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Christian Medical College, Vellore, for his 
commitment to surgical work in mission 
hospitals. 
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VINAY K STEPHEN 


Runs Helping Hands, an NGO, to 
eradicate poverty, burying the dead, 
assisting distressed people, arranging 
scholarships for young people, 
running blood bank and awareness 
campaigns etc. His main source of 
solace is that he has been able to do 
something to wipe tears of the 
distressed and helpless North-East 
people in Indian cities. 


ARUNMOZHI RAMESH, Adv. 

A practicing lawyer in Delhi courts, 
Ramesh is active in social work and has 
been associated with the advisory 
committee of Delhi Minorities 
Commission since 2017. 
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Saxena leads HEAL, a non-profit 


organisation stared in 2000 for the 
uplift of the weaker sections of 
society, particularly women and 
children. It aims to bring about 
sustainable development through 
generating awareness in the areas 
of health, education, women 
empowerment and environment. 
HEAL has conducted a number of 
awreness programmes in 
collaboration with Delhi Minorities 
Commission. HEAL envisions a 
society where ideals of Justice, 
Liberty, Equality, Secularism and 
Socialism are supreme. 
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SIS GANJ SEWA JATHA 

Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sewak Jatha is a group of volunteers doing Sewa under the 
guidance of S. MANJIT SINGH (Hazoor Sahib) and S. Darshan Singh. As part of 
this Sewa, clothing including kammar-kasse and cholas for Saroops of Sahib Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib-ji and other items like bedsheets and quilts for Sukhaasan 
sthaan are changed for Puraatan (Old and Hand-written) Saroops at All five Takhts 
(mostly at Takht Hazoor Sahib, Takht Harmandir Sahib at Patna and Akal Takht at 
Amristsar) apart from various other major historical Gurdwaras around India. Apart 
from this, every month a journey by train from Delhi to Amritsar is undertaken 
involving 100-plus sangat which carries out Kirtan and Simran in the train. 
Recently, the Jatha has completed 100 such monthly visits. 



Educationist, motivational trainer, 
founder of NGOs, Fr. Thomas helps 
poor students, contributed to uplift 
of SC/ST/ OBC/Minorities; was 
principal of St. Xavier's Sr. Sec. 
School during 1962-1974 and again 
during 1977-1979; is chairman of 
Christian-Muslim Dialogue South 
Asian Countries. 





JAPJI FOUNDATION 


(President: S. Parminder Singh, General Secretary: S. Pritpal Singh) 
Provides free food (langar) to patients and their relatives at government 
hospitals, mainly Deen Dayal Hospital in Hari Nagar; also provides free 
monthly ration to poor families and helps them marry off their daughters, 
pays fees of meritorious students, etc. 
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S. INDERJIT SINGH MONTY 


JAP JAAP SEWA TRUST 


(President: S. Satnam Singh) 

Started in 2008, JJST is an NGO based in Delhi, India; its main 
objectives are serving humanity and promoting Sikhism. It started 
with a few volunteers but today it has more than 150 volunteers. 
JJST does langar sewa, dharmik yatra sewa, dastar sikhlai sewa, 
financial sewa for marriage of needy Gursikh girls, dastar 
competition, gurmat competition, ration sewa and medicine sewa. 



S. AMARJIT SINGH MALLI 

(President, Sri Guru Singh Sabha - 
Sham Nagar) 

As President, Gurdwara Sri Guru 
Nanak Satsang Sham Nagar; 
Chairman, Guru Ramdas Sewak 
Jatha Sham Nagar, and vice 
president, Sri Madhur Bihari Mitar 
Mandal, Sham Nagar, Malli in 
involved in community service. 


Principal, 

Gurmat Vidya Kendra, 
Andheria More, Mehrauli 



(Executive Member, Sikh Gurudwara 
Management Committee) 

Monty is a former Chairman, Guru 
Harkishan Public School, Tilak Nagar; 
was made Ambassador for Peace by 
Universal Peace Federation and the 
Interreligious and International 
Federation for World Peace. 



BHADANT ANAND 

President, 

Buddha Shanti Mission Trust of India, 
Sangha Ram Buddha Vihar, 
Shahdra 



BHADANT BUDDHA KIRTI 

Founder of Pali Sahitya Academy, publisher of Virat 
Swaroop weekly magazine; connected with many 
Buddhist and social work organisations, author of a 
number of books including Dukha Jeevan ki Chhaya. 
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SADHVI SAMTA SHRI 

Director of MANAV MANDIR 
MISSION TRUST, a home on the 
Ring Road opposite Sarai Kale Khan 
in Delhi, for orphan and destitute 
children who are educated and 
helped to get higher education and 
become productive members of 
society 


IQRA QURAISHI 



Business & Employment 
Bureau, Hamdard 
Foundation 

Social worker, personality 
development and 
motivational speaker, runs 
training programmes. 


PRATHAM MITTAL 

As CEO & legal head of Akhil 
Bhartiya Arise Foundation, an NGO 
empanelled with the Delhi Minorities 
Commission, and a member of its 
Jain advisory committee, Mittal is 
actively promoting awareness about 
the rights of minorities, especially 
the Jain community. He is an 
advocate practicing in the Supreme 
Court of India and heads a law firm. 



SHAFI DEHLAVI 




SYED HASAN AKBAR 

Social worker, President of 
Janmanas Society For Social & 
Environmental Cause, working for 
the uplift of the poor sections of the 
minorities, especially Muslims. 



MANZAR ALI 

(Chairman of Zarf Educational and 
Welfare Society) 
Promotes Urdu language and 
teaching of Urdu in Delhi schools 





Social worker, played role in resettlement 
of uprooted victims of Turkman Gate, 
Mata Sundri Road, Sheesh Mahal, Ganj 
Meer Khan during Emergency, holds 
awareness camps and promotes 
education in Old Delhi area. 
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KHAWAJA SYED MOHAMMAD NIZAMI 

(Sajjada Nasheen, shrine of Sufi saint Hazrat Khwaja 
Nizamuddin Aulia) 

Khawaja sahib is a direct descendant of the 12th-13th 
century Sufi saints Hazrat Shaikh Fariduddin Ganj-e- 
Shakar and Hazrat Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia. He was 
nominated in his post by the previous head of the Chishti 
Nizami Sufi order, late Hazrat Khwaja Hasan Sani 
Nizami; he actively work to spread the Sufi message of 
Hazrat Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia and Hazrat Amir Khusro 
and other Nizami Sufi saints; convenes seminars and 
other functions to educate people about the true 
message of Sufi saints; prints and distributes literature of 
Hazrat Khwaja Nizamuddin Aulia and others to promote 
communal harmony and peace; participated, presented 
papers and delivered lectures in national and 
international seminars and gatherings on Sufism, national 
integration and communal harmony. 



ARCHBISHOP ANIL COUTO 


(Archbishop of Delhi) 

Archbishop Couto, a native of Goa, did his ecclesiastical studies 
at the Seminary of Our Lady at Saligao and his philosophical 
studies at the Patriarchal Seminary at Rachol in Goa. He joined 
the Archdiocese of Delhi in June 1977 and after completing his 
theological studies at Vidyajyoti College of Theology, was 
ordained as a priest in February 1981 and was appointed as 
Priest-in-Charge of the Rohtak Mission in North Haryana in 1982. 
In 1988, he took over as the Principal of St. Michael’s Junior 
School, Prasad Nagar. In 1991, he was appointed as Rector of 
Pratiksha, the Archdiocesan Major Seminary. Thereafter, Fr. 
Couto was sent to Rome to do his doctorate in Ecumenical 
Theology. In 1999, the late Archbishop Alan de Lastic appointed 
Fr. Couto as one of the Episcopal Vicars of the Archdiocese of 
Delhi. On the 17th of January 2001, Pope John Paul II appointed 
him as the Titular Bishop of Cenculiana and Auxiliary Bishop of 
Delhi. In April 2007, Pope Benedict XVI transferred him to 
Jalandhar as Bishop and in January 2013 Bishop Couto returned 
to Delhi as its Archbishop and was installed on 20th January, 
2013. At present, he is also CCBI Secretary General, Chairman, 
CCBI Commission for Theology & Doctrine and is associated as 
head or member with a number of other organisations. 



FAISAL KHAN 

(Khudai Khidmatgar / National Alliance of People's Movement) 
Faisal Khan is associated with many civil and human rights 
movements and organisations in the country; he will be seen 
anywhere where there is tension and communal problem, 
trying to pacify people and bring sanity to society; has 
received many awards in appreciation of his services; takes 
out yatras to places witnessing tension to promote harmony 
including ones he took to Srinagar and Multan; he has 
organized many conventions, summits and camps in many 
parts of the country to promote peace; undertakes relief work 
in distressed areas like Muzaffarnagar, Bodoland, 

Uttarakhand during 2014 floods and during Bihar floods in 
2015,2016 and 2017. He is a one-man army ready to march 
anywhere to promote peace and communal harmony. 
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S. GURVINDER SINGH KOHAT 

A graduate of Delhi University, Kohat organises summer camps 
for children and youth in the age group of 5-20 to impart 
training to them about their social responsibilities and duties 
toward their families and parents; he holds weekly classes to 
teach poor students irrespective of their caste or creed; helps 
poor and needy students by providing them books, stationary 
and study materials with active support from Guru Nanak 
Public School, Pitam Pura and its teachers; arranges financial 
help to poor families for marriage of their daughters; helps poor 
youth by securing jobs for them; spreads awareness amongst 
residents in backward colonies such as Sultanpuri, Mangolpuri, 
Sarup Nagar etc. about Clean India- Green India by 
distributing free samples of plants every year. His organisation, 
“Nadar Blessings,” does free seva of screening films at regular 
intervals to impart religious and social teachings to people all 
over Delhi. 


^ Ms. RANJEET KAUR 

(Member, DSGMC) 

A student and community leader since her early 
days, at present she is President of Shiromani Akali 
Dal (Istri Wing) Delhi State; Member, Delhi Sikh 
Gurdwara Management Committee; Vice 
Chairperson, Ramgarhia Co-op. Bank Ltd.; helping 
weaker sections of society to avail government 
facilities like scholarships etc. 
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S. HARMINDER SINGH 

(IT professional, Convener, United Sikh Mission) 
Harminder Singh started advocacy and fight for human 
rights at a young age. He formed Peace Mission when he 
understood that there is an attempt in the country to incite 
violence among different communities and religions for 
political reasons. Peace Mission oganized visits deep 
inside conflict areas to resolve issues by forming 
delegations of intellectuals of different communities and 
providing relief materials to the victims. His organisaiton 
offered held to the victims of Muzaffarnagar riots (2013), 
Saharanpur riots (2014) and Hyderabad riots (2014). 
Every year during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, 
Singh organises Iftar parties to promote communal 
harmony; he participated in various protests and seminars 
against injustice, communal hatred and draconian laws 
against minorities for which he has been harassed and 
intimidated, but he does not want to give up,saying, 
“Intimidations make me braver.” 




JAGMINDER SINGH 



(Management guru) 

Having done his MBA, Jagminder Singh is an expert in 
customer care management; driving revenue and 
performance by developing and managing 
programmes, processes and outcomes to a client¬ 
centric approach that strengthens branding, increases 
account and retains customers. He employs these 
qualities to help the poor and needy in the community. 
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ACHARYA LOKESH MUNI 

(Chairman of Ahimsa Vishwa Bharti) Social reformer, 
thinker, writer, poet and ambassador of peace; works for 
peace and harmony in the world; has been a monk 
since the age of 22. 



SWAMI AGNIVESH 

(social reformer) 

Popularly known as Swami Agnivesh, he is an Indian 
politician and a former Member of the Haryana Legislative 
Assembly and a minister there in his early days. An Arya 
Samaj scholar and a social activist, he is best known for his 
work against bonded labour through the Bonded Labour 
Liberation Front, which he founded in 1981. He is a relentless 
fighter against caste system and social evils. 


MAULANA 
IMDADUL RASHIDI 

(Imam, Noorani Masjid, Asansol, West 
Bengal) 

Maulana Rashidi made headlines 
across the world as a messenger of 
peace when he refused to support any 
violence in the wake of the brutal 
murder of his 16-year-old son, 
Sibtullah, during communal riots in the 
city on 27 March 2018 and threatened 
to leave the city for good if that 
happened. As a result Asansol was 
spared a major riot. An Imam and 
religious teacher by profession, he 
displayed great courage after the body 
of his son was recovered by calming 
down an agitated Muslim mob that was 
baying for blood, saying “I have lost 
my son. But that cannot be the reason 
for peace being disturbed and for 
people of two communities killing each 
other. Anyone who fears Allah and 
loves Allah cannot call for revenge. 
Forgiving is a lesson of Islam.” 


GAGANDEEP SINGH 

(Sub Inspector, Ramnagar PS, Dist. Nainital 
protecting a Muslim youth) 

Gagandeep Singh, Sub-Inspector at Ram Nagar 
Police Station, Ramnagar, Distt. Nainital 244715 
made history while protecting a Muslim youth from 
a mob in his area on 22 May, 2019. The whole 
country appreciated his bravery and high moral 
quality. The Chairman, Delhi Minorities 
Commission sent him a letter of appreciation 
calling him a “role model for our people, especially 
police officers, who take their responsibilities 
seriously and discharge their duties at their own 
physical risk.” 





PROF. VIPIN TRIPATHI 

(NT Delhi, Physics Department) 

He has served as professor of physics in a 
number of universities in India and the US for the 
last 40 years. He is an author of numerous books 
and research papers in his field, but his passion is 
communal harmony and he will be found among 
the first to reach any spot of tension in the country 
as a one-man fire-fighting army. 


Fr. VICTOR EDWIN 

(Vidya Jyoti College of Theology, Delhi) 

Father Edwin is director, Department of Islamic Studies at 
Vidya Jyoti College of Theology. Besides his studies in 
philosophy and science, he acquired an MA in theology 
(Delhi), M.Phil in Interfaith Relations from the University of 
Birmingham, M.A. in Islamic Studies from Aligarh Muslim 
University, and a PhD from the department of Islamic 
Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia. He teaches in a number of 
Christian theological institutions in Chennai, Hyderabad, 
Pune, Nagpur, Ranchi and Varanasi, edits Salaam, the 
journal of Islamic Studies Association and coordinates 
Jesuit relations with Muslims in South Asia. He is 
dedicated to inter-faith dialogue and promotes better 
relations with believers of other faiths. He has edited/co¬ 
edited six books. 
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OVAIS SULTAN KHAN 

(Former Managing Trustee, ANHAD) 

A dedicated human rights, justice and peace 
activist, Khan has been long involved with 
human rights organizatios and think tanks at 
home and abroad. He was the managing 
trustee of ANHAD during 2017-18 and 
worked for SADED-CSDS during 2012-15. 

He edited “Muslims of India,” a virtual 
initiative to celebrate, through pictures, the 
past & present of Muslims of India - people, 
monuments and culture since 2014. He did 
his masters in social work from the University 
of Delhi and a post-graduate diploma in 
Human Rights, International Humanitarian 
and Refugee Laws. He has received many 
awards for his dedicated work and has been 
repeatedly invited to international seminars 
and conferences. 


ABU BAKR SABBAQ 

Adv. (APCR) 

Advocate Abu Bakr Sabbaq is a renowned 
yet young criminal lawyer and a social 
activist based in Delhi. He is a graduate in 
social work, history and law. His professional 
career started in 2007 working for the 
Adivasis of Chhattisgarh. After realising the 
bottleneck of activism and social 
movements, he decided to move forward and 
fight for justice to deprived communities in 
courts of law, he got himself enrolled in legal 
studies and became a practicing lawyer. He 
has been associated with the Association for 
Protection of Civil Rights (APCR) since 2009 
as a legal activist and a lawyer and currently 
holds the position of National Coordinator at 
the organization, protecting riot, terrorism 
and hate crime victims. He is also an active 
writer in Hindi, Urdu and English on legal and 
social issues for different magazines and 
newspapers for more than 15 years and has 
participated and delivered lectures in several 
workshops, seminars and conferences 
across the country. 


JOHN DAYAL 

(Senior journalist, human rights and political activist 
working for minorities, especially Indian Christians) 
Dr. Dayal is one of India’s foremost voices on 
human rights, and particularly the situation of 
religious minorities and marginalised ethnic and 
caste communities. He is a member of several 
governmental bodies, including the National 
Integration Council. He is a former president of the 
All India Catholic Union, founded 1919, president of 
United Christian Action, co-founder and Secretary 
General of the ecumenical All India Christian 
Council (1999) and spokesman of the United 
Christian Forum since 2016. His professional 
career of almost half a century has spanned 
journalism, documentary film-making, media 
education, and research. As a journalist he was 
investigative reporter, war correspondent and 
newspaper Editor. He has authored or edited more 
than half a dozen books including For Reasons of 
State - Delhi under the Emergency, Gujarat 2002 - 
Untold and Retold Stories, A Matter of Equity - 
Interrogating Secularism in India, Reconciliation - a 
Journey of Solidarity Through Wounded India (co¬ 
edited with Harsh Mander and Natasha Badhwar), 
and 4 Years - A report (with Shabnam Hashmi and 
Leena Dabiru). He is continuing his work on 
Hindutva in the context of lynching, targeting of 
Christians as in Kandhamal, Orissa in 2007-8 and 
of Muslims. He is a well-known speaker on issues 
of civil liberties, secularism and peace. 



COLIN GONSALVES 

(Sr. Adv. Supreme Court, founder Human Rights Law Network) 

Gonsalves is the founder of Human Rights Law Network (HRLN), India’s leading public interest law group. A 
graduate of the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, he started his professional life as a civil engineer but was 
drawn into the field of law through his work with trade unions in Bombay. Upon attaining his law degree in 1983, 
Gonsalves co-founded the Human Rights Law Network (HRLN) and developed it into a national organisation that 
brought together over 200 lawyers and paralegals operating out of 28 offices spread across the country. 
Gonsalves was designated as Senior Advocate in Bombay high court before moving to the Supreme Court of 
India in 2000. He has brought numerous precedent-setting cases to the Supreme Court and the High Courts of 
various states. Amongst these was the “Right to Food” case in the Supreme Court of India which ordered 
subsidized grain to be given to 700 million poor persons. Gonsalves has written, edited/co-edited a nun 
articles and books on a range of human rights law issues. He was presented with the “International Human 
Rights Award” by the American Bar Association in 2005. In 2010, he was conferred an honoj^fy^optdrate by the 
University of Middlesex, UK and was awarded the Right Livelihood Award in 2017. 
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TEHMINA ARORA 

Adv. (Constitutional law and human rights 
lawyer; legal consultant for Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF) International, 
New Delhi, General Secretary of the 
Christian Legal Association in India) 
Tehmina Arora is a human right lawyer 
practicing in Delhi. She is an active 
advocate for the rights of religious minorities 
and law and development. She serves as 
Legal Consultant for ADF International and 
Senior Fellow, South and Southeast Asia 
Action Team, Religious Freedom Institute. 
Tehmina is also the founding trustee of ADF 
India, an Indian non-profit that provides 
legal aid to vulnerable communities. She 
earned her LLB from the Faculty of Law and 
her Bachelor in Arts from Delhi University. 




RAVI NAIR 

(the Executive Director, South Asia Human Rights 
Documentation Centre) 

Heading the South Asia Human Rights Documentation 
Centre (SAHRDC) since 1990, Nair was a founder- 
member of the Association for the Protection of 
Democratic Rights (APDR), established in 1974. He was 
Executive Committee member of the People’s Union for 
Civil Liberties (PUCL), Delhi State, from 1977 to 1982. 
He was Trade Union Coordinator of the Indian section of 
Amnesty International during 1979- 1981. He was also 
Executive Committee Member of the Indian section of 
Amnesty International from 1981 to 1983 and National 
Secretary from 1983 to 1985. He was a member of the 
International Executive Committee of Amnesty 
International from 1989 to 1991. Nair is the recipient of 
many national and international awards. He has served 
on the Curriculum Development Committee of the 
University Grants Commission of India for the teaching 
of Human Rights 

in Law Schools across India. He is a regular guest 
lecturer at universities across India. He was a visiting 
professor at Mahidol University, Thailand for the MA 
programme on Human Rights for the year 2005. He is a 
regular guest lecturer at the National Judicial Academy, 
Bhopal, and the Delhi Judicial Academy. Nair has 
intervened on behalf of the Sri Lankan Tamil refugees, 
Bhutanese refugees in Nepal, the Jhumma refugees 
from the Chittagong Hill Tracts of Bangladesh, refugees 
from Burma and a large number of urban refugees from 
Afghanistan, Iran, Sudan and Ethiopia under the 
protection of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in New Delhi. He was the first 
human rights activist to assist Bhutanese refugees in the 
jungles of Kokrajhar district in Assam when they were 
fleeing from Bhutan in October 1989. On the basis of 
Ravi Nair's intervention on behalf of SAHRDC, India's 
National Human Rights Commission directed the 
Government of India to release over 70 million Indian 
rupees, which had been withheld in order to force the 
Jhumma refugees to return to Bangladesh by making 
the camp conditions untenable. Internationally, he has in 
the past been South Asia’s focal point in the UNHCR's's 
Partnership in Action (PARinAC) Programme. He has 
participated as an NGO representative in various 
Executive Committee meetings of UNHCR in Geneva to 
highlight the plight of the refugees in South Asia. He is 
presently active in ensuring that Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar are not deported arbitrarily without due 
process of law. Nair has been arrested numerous times 
for his civil liberties activities. As a result of his active 
opposition to the Emergency imposed in 1975-1976 by 
the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, Nair was 
arrested and imprisoned under the Defence of India 
Rules. The history of human rights advocacy in India will 
not be complete without mentioning Nair and his role as 
a bold protector of rights of the down-trodden. 


S. KULJEET 
SINGH SACHDEVA 

(Lawyer and social activist) 
Sachdeva began his career as lawyer in 
2006. At present, he is the Managing- 
Founder of Sachdeva & Co. law office in 
Delhi. He has expertise in infrastructure, 
civil, banking, criminal, corporate and 
commercial laws etc., appearing regularly 
before the High Courts of Delhi, Punjab & 
Haryana, district courts etc. Apart from his 
professional life, Sachdeva is also involved 
in various social activities for the last 15 
years and has been associated with various 
NGOs and associations in Delhi working for 
the betterment of the society through 
education, plantation of trees in the city, 
showing documentaries to spread 
awareness about rights and duties. 



Mrs MAJA DARUWALA 

(Senior Consultant, Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative) 

Senior Advisor, The Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative (CHRI). A barrister by training 
who earlier served for 20 years as Executive 
Director of CHRI, she is involved with activities 
of the Parsi community and human rights 
causes. 
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JASBIR SINGH BAJAJ 

(Addl. Chief Secy./Resident Commissioner,TN Govt., Delhi) 
JSB is a senior IAS officer with over 30 years of experience 
in protocal administration, legal affairs, negotiations etc. At 
present, he is Addl. Chief Secretary-cum-Principal Resident 
Commissioner of Govt, of Tamil Nadu in New Delhi. 
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BABA BACHAN SINGH-ji 

(Mukhi, Dera Kar Sewa, Gurdwara 
Bangla Saheb) 

Baba Bachan Singh-ji, head of 
Jathedar Baba Harbans Singh Jathedar 
Baba Karnail Singh Karseva Charitable 
Trust, did not attend any school but 
learnt Gurbani and Punjabi while in 
karseva-sanstha. He collected food 
stuffs going from home to home in 
different villages on foot and bicycle to 
feed people doing karseva. He moved 
from place to place doing this service. 

In 1976, he came to Delhi to 
reconstruct the historical sarover at 
Gurdwara Bangla Sahib where he is 
still coordinating sangat, arranges food 
and also oversees morning and 
evening Nam Japna. Baba Bachan 
Singh-ji is a saintly personality, soft 
spoken and very calm, an epitome of 
the teachings of Sri Guru Nanak Dev-ji. 

He has been actively serving Sikh faith 
and humanity for the last 63 years. 




KAPIL CHOPRA 

Charitybeds.com is a 5-year-old initiative 
that tackles the healthcare problems faced 
by the economically weaker sections of 
society. It provides citizens earning less 
than Rs. 10,000 p.m. access to their 
reservation of 10% of the total hospital 
beds and 25% of the OPD inventory in 47 
private hospitals in Delhi covering 653 
beds, everyday, without any charge. 

Founded by Kapil Chopra, 
charitybeds.com works on spreading 
awareness among the masses and 
thereafter facilitating the patients to the 
relevant hospitals based on their medical 
needs. The website is very informative and 
has a live ticker updating the real time 
status of all the free beds available along 
with important contact information of the 
various hospitals. The search tool on the 
website can help find the nearest hospital. 


S. GURDARSHAN PAL SINGH 

(President, International Institute ofGurmat Studies 
(IIGS)) 

IIGS is a non-profit organization creating awareness 
about the Sikh faith worldwide through youth camps, 
family camps and day camps across the globe. It 
encourages youth to keep away from drugs, alcohol 
and other harmful habits using the teaching of Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib. A non-political organisation, IIGS was 
founded by Late Captain Kanwar H. Singh, who was 
profoundly called “Papa Ji”. 



□MC Awards 2018 


19 















S. KULDEEP 
SINGH CHANNA 

President and chairman of a number of 
community organisations including the 
Punjabi Bagh Cremation Area. 


S. MANPREET 
SINGH SAHNI 

Manpreet Singh was motivated by his father 
Harbhajan Singh Sahni, a founder-member of 
Nishkam Sikh Welfare Council which was founded 
in 1984. He has been always willing to help people 
in need. He ran the “FORGOTTEN CITIZEN 2011” 
campaign to create mass awareness about the 
struggle of the relatives the martyrs of the 1984 
carnage. He is part of “ECO SIKH ENVIRONMENT 
AWARENESS CAMPAIGN” engaging people 
through awareness action and advocacy on 
environmental issues across the globe. He is also 
associated with “KHALSAAID” which works for 
human rights and relief across the globe. He was an 
active participant in the mission taken by Khalsa Aid 
to help Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. Through 
“VOICE OF VOICELESS,” he has been active in 
running awareness campaigns for minority rights. 



MARHAM 

(Founder & President: Irtiza Quraishi, fourth from left) 

Muslim Association Rehabilitating Homeless and Mistreated, 
popularly known as “MARHAM,” has been instrumental in the 
rehabilitation of the homeless youth in Delhi in recent years. It 
has been adopting young adults from the streets of Delhi and 
providing them with shelter, food, clothes, education, 
counseling and skill training. The adopted men are now 
engaged in transforming the society. MARHAM is training the 
homeless in garbage management, composting from the 
kitchen waste, making vertical gardens out of waste plastic 
bottles, gardening, painting and calligraphy to write messages 
on environment on the walls of congested streets of Delhi. 
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S. JAGTAR SINGH 

(Ajit Newspaper) 


FARZAN QURESHI 

(Inquilab, Delhi) 

Farzan is known face in Urdu journalism 
covering Indian Muslim issues in particular. 
Before joining media 20 years ago, he taught in 
schools for a few years. At present he a senior 
reporter with Inquilab, the prime Urdu daily of 
the country. 


KHURRAM ALI SHAHZAD 

(News 18 Urdu, extensively covering minority issues) 
With more than eight years’ experience in print and 
electronic journalism, Khurram is now working with 
News 18 Network for the last five years. He 
specializes in covering minority issues. 


GULZAR AHMAD 

(Prayukti) 

With graduate and post-graduate 
degrees in political science and media 
studies, Gulzar is a known face in Hindi 
journalism, has worked in various dailies, 
with keen interest in minority issues. 


Dr WASEEM RASHID 

(Sada Today; former Editor, Chauthi Duniya) 
Editor, Sada Today, former editor, Chauthi 
Duniya. She is the first female Urdu editor in 
India. Earlier a teacher, she was also involved 
with electronic media. Rashid is a rare sight in 
the male-dominated Urdu press. 


Mrs KULVINDER KAUR DEOL 

Mrs KULVINDER KAUR DEOL (Punjabi Tribune) 

Deol is working with the 'Punjabi Tribune'at 
Delhi since 2007. Her hobbies are writing 
articles, and reading Punjabi literature. Apart 
from writing for her own newspaper, she has 
published in YOJNA magazine of Government of 
India and has aired many talks on AIR. She has 
won the Punjabi Pracharni Sabha award in 
2015. 


NOVY KAPADIA 

Sports journalist, author 


ANTO AKKARA 

Journalist with international media, author, 
defender of Kandhamal victims. 


MOHAMMAD SHUAIB 


(Senior Correspondent, Zee Media) 
Working in electronic media for the last nine year, 
focuses on political, social and minority issues. 
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANISATIONS 


HUMAN WELFARE FOUNDATION 

(Chairman: Prof. Manzoor Ahmad, IPS (Retd)) 

Abul Fazal Enclave, Jamia Nagar, New Delhi 
Active since 2005, HWF today is the largest Muslim NGO in India 
reaching the poorest and most marginalised social groups across the 
country irrespective of their caste, creed, language, sex or religion. At 
present, it is working for "Vision 2026" to bring about transformation on 
the social landscape of the country. 


AHIMSA VISHWA BHARTI 

(Old Rajender Nagar, New Delhi) 

Founded by the eminent Jain leader Acharya Dr. Lokesh 
Muni, AVB spreads the message of Peace, Harmony, 
Non-Violence and Brotherhood in the world. 




INDIAN SOCIAL INSTITUTE 


BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT BUREAU 





(Hamdard Foundation, President: Hammad Ahmad; 
Executive Secretary: Shaukat Mufti) 
Situated at Asaf Ali Road, New Delhi, BEB offers 
business and employment information, training and 
coaching to minorities. 

V 


(President: Fr. George Pattery S.J., Secretary: Dr. Denzil Fernandes 
S.J.) Lodhi Road, New Delhi 

Founded in 1951, the goal of ISI is engaging in “a serious study of the 
Indian social situation in all its aspects". It engages with policy makers 
at the highest levels and impacts people at the grassroots level for 
sustainable development and social transformation through socially- 
relevant research, training, publication and advocacy aimed at integral 
development of marginalized communities, particularly the dalits, 
adivasis/tribals, women, minorities, unorganized and landless 
labourers, in partnership with academicians, people’s movements, 
human rights organizations and ecological movements nationally and 
internationally. ISI publishes books, documents, compendiums etc. ISI 
is empanelled as an NGO with the Delhi MihoritiA Commission. 
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CHETANALAYA 


(Director: Fr. Savari Raj) 

Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New Delhi-110011 
Social action wing of the Archdiocese of Delhi-Catholic, working since 1970. 




SADIK MASIH MEDICAL 
SOCIAL SERVANT SOC. 

(CEO: Vinay K Stephen) 

Sadik Masih Medical Social Servant Society (SMMSSS) is an 
NGO registered in 1994. It upholds the spirit of unity, national 
integration, plurality of cultures and languages, unity in diversity 
and communal harmony. The organization seeks sustainable 
solutions through an integrated, community-based, participatory 
approach that reinforces civil society as well as government 
initiatives. Through an array of empowering measures, it works to 
open opportunities for improving living conditions of individuals as 
well as society. SMMSSS has been active in promotion of health 
care, vocational skill training, adult education and dropouts 
education and Open School learning, food safety and hygiene 
training workshops, minority legal rights and welfare awareness 
programmes and providing a women helpline. SMMSSS is 
actively involved in the awareness programmes of Delhi 
Minorities Commission. 


MUTER FOUNDATION 

Chattarpur Enclave Phase-1, Maidan Garhi Road 
(President: S. Sarabjeet Singh) 

Provides health counseling and disseminates awareness 
about generic medicines which are much cheaper than 
branded ones which are a burden on the pockets of poor 
Indian patients. 



MATA BEANT KAUR EDUCATIONAL & 
WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

Naraina (President: Shri Pramjit Singh Khurana) 
MBKEWA has been formed for the help of poor. It offers 
financial help to the weak in the memory of Mata Beant Kaur. 
The motto of the association is promotion of education and 
welfare with special focus on minorities. MBKEWA carries out 
numerous charitable activities like providing food, clothes, 
shelter, medicines, ambulance and other facilities to victims of 
natural calamities and disasters. It also organizes many cultural 
and social activities like awareness programmes, adult 
education classes, essay competitions, exhibitions, press 
conferences and seminars. MBKEWA also promotes Punjabi 
culture, help poors students in their studies, sports, marriage of 
poor girls and organises get-togethers to promote good 
atmosphere between people. 
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BETIYA FOUNDATION 

(Chairperson: Dr Jyotsana Jain) IGNOU Road, Saket, Delhi 110030 
Working since 2010, this NGO is working in the states of Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, J&K, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttarkhand, 
Haryana and NCT of Delhi to provide care for girls in the fields of 
basic education, health and nutrition. Its chairperson, Dr Jyotsana 
Jain is also editor of Jain Mahiladarsh monthly. 




DELHI COMPETITIVE & 
VOCATIONAL SOCIETY 


(President: Dr DK Panday) 

Madhu Vihar, New Delhi 

Offers vocational and technical training for the socio-economic 
empowerment of minorities; established since 1989, empanelled 
with DMC since 2004. 



PARZOR 

(Parzor Team with its President Dr Shernaz Cama in the red sari), 
Anand Niketan, New Delhi. From Left to Right: Neeraj Sahai, Dadi 
Pudumjee, Dr Kapila Vatsyayan, Dr Cyrus Poonawalla, Patron for 
Everlasting Flame, Dr Shernaz Cama, President, Parzor, Ashdeen 
Lilaowala, Ava Khullar, President, The Delhi Parsi Anjuman, Kapilaji, Dr 
Poonawalla, SC, Ashdeen, Ava, Pallavi, Kerman, Kritika Mudgal. 


ROSHAN NGO 

(President: Musharraf Husain) 

Jogabai, Okhla, New Delhi 110025 
Works for the social and educational empowerment of the down¬ 
trodden in Okhla area of South-east Delhi. 
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SAMARPAN 
FOUNDATION 

(Chief Executive: Mrs Sherna 
Wadia (in the middle with 
^ Principal, Samarpan School 
Kishangarh) 

marpan Foundation works 
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for Teacher Women's 
" ipowerment. 
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PROMOTERS OF 
URDU & PUNJABI 



SANJIV SARAF 

(Rekhta) 

A champion of Urdu language and 
literature through his organization, 
Rekhta (an old name of Urdu) which 
has developed a valuable treasure 
of Urdu books and poetry on its 
portal and holds literary events on 
big scale to promote the language. 


Q 



FAROOQ ARGALI 

(Veteran Urdu writer, broadcaster & 
journalist) 

Author & Journalist Farooq Argali has 
made immense contribution to Urdu 
journalism, literature and poetry. 
Author of more than 150 social and 
detective novels, religious and 
general books in Urdu and Hindi, he 
edited and compiled more than 50 
classical Urdu poetry books of 
veteran Urdu poets which are 
prescribed for Urdu students in many 
universities. He has edited many 
newspapers and magazines. At 
present, he edits the Nizami Aawaz 
Urdu monthly. 



HAKIM SYED AHMAD KHAN 

(CCRUM) 

A Unani hakeem by profession, he is dedicated 
to the promotion of Urdu and Unanipathy. 

Dr Syed Ahmed Khan is an assistant director in 
the Central Council for Research in Unani 
Medicine, Deptt of Ayush; was a research 
officer in CCRUM, Delhi incharge of the Unani 
dispensary at RML Hospital, Delhi; earlier 
taught Unani in RU Medical College & Hospital 
in Jaipur; President of the Markazi Unani Tibbi 
Organisation and Urdu Development 
Organisation; genenal secretary, All India Unani 
Tibbi Congress; participated in seminars and 
conferences and received many awards for his 
services; edits the annual magazine of the 
IUTC since 2011. 


GYANI TARSEM SINGH 

(former Chairman, Dharam Parchar Committee, DSGMC) 
Promoter of Punjabi language 

He completed “Giani” course from Guru Nanak Dev Univeristy Amritsar; has 
been serving Punjabi language and literature all his life; has authored a 
number of books in Punjabi including Etihas da nigh (parts 1 & 2), Sikh, 
Etihaas vich Sardar Jassa Singh Ramgaria, Meire Laikh, two story books 
for young children and 80 booklets in simple Punjabi language. He also 
authored Dharam Pothi (nine books) for classes 1 to 9 for Guru Harkarishan 
Public Schools. He also provides Punabi Language Sewa offering free 
Punjabi coaching for the last 40 years in various gurdwaras. 
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JOGINDER 
SINGH SALUJA 

Paraolympian 

Won national and international awards in 
weightlifting, conquering his disability; received 
national award for empowerment of persons with 
disabilities from the President of India (2010); held 
7th rank in the world in para powerlifting world cup 
held in Dubai (2018); national para powerlifting 
champion for many times, provided fitness training 
to CRPF (2012-14); at present working as a health 
consultant at Yamuna Sports Complex, DDA. 


S. ZORAWAR SINGH 


RIJWANA KHAN 

Pilakhua, Ghaziabad (mountaineer) 

This poor 22-year-old girl from the backwaters of 
India dreams big: to scale Everest one day. She 
scaled the Stok Kangri (6,135 metres) in 2013 
and the Golep Kangri peak (5,985 metres) in 
2015. She is now aiming to scale Mount Everest. 
However, she does not have sufficient funds to 
fulfil her ambition. She requires nearly Rs 32 lakh 
for training to scale the Everest, which is beyond 
her capacity. Yet she has not lost hope: she is 
preparing herself physically, undertaking 15 km 
runs in the morning and 10 km cycling every day. 


ERIC PAUL 


S. MANDEEP SINGH 

(Gurunanak Public School, Pitampura) 

National player in jump rope 


(IGT PE SS, Delhi University) 
International player in jump rope 


S. PUNKIRAT SINGH 

(Gurunanak Public School, Pitampura) 
National player in jump rope 


National Record Holder 

While just 24, he met with a life-taking accident in 
2012. It granted him a second chance to live but left 
him paralyzed from chest below, confined to wheel 
chair. After two years of intensive care in six 
hospitals, he welcomed his physical state as a 
second chance to live, confident that "Disability is in 
mind and not in body." As a result, Paul is a three- 
times Limca Book of Records holder, gold, silver 
medalist in many para-athlete sports, a 
rna awardee, a motivational speaker and 
of Taj Mahal Hotel, New Delhi. 


AARZOO SAIFI 

Vasundhara, Ghaziabad (Shooter) 

Saifi has won a silver medal in .22 Pistol Event 
Pre-UP state Shooting championship 2017 at 
Moradabad; gold+silver medals in Air Pistol 10 
Meters in Pre-UP state shooting championship 
2018 at Baghpat and silver medal in 10 meter 
pistol event at Syed Wajid Ali Tournament at Siri 
Fort shooting range, Delhi. 
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AFTAB SAIFI 


Loni 

International gold medalist of 3rd World Martial 
Arts championship 2018 at Bangkok, Thailand. 
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BACHCHON KA GHAR, Daryaganj 
BACH I YON KA GHAR, Matia Mahal 

Daryaganj/BACHIYONKA GHAR, Matia Mahal 
Bachchon ka Ghar was established about 125 years ago by the great 
philanthropist and freedom fighter, Hakim Ajmal Khan for Muslim 
orphans. It is a place for proper upbringing and character-building for 
inmates. It provides free boarding, lodging, education, medical and 
other amenities to its children. It does not get any aid from 
Government and is solely dependent on donations, zakat, khairat and 
sadaqat from people of all communities, especially the Muslim 
community. After completion of the 12th Class, children are provided 
all help by the institution to undergo further education at college level 
till they complete graduation. In the year 2017-18, all 13 students of 
BKG passed Senior Secondary Examination with flying colours. They 
included toppers Shahnaz and Rozi who have been awarded by DMC 
(see Academic Excellence). Chief Minister of Delhi Shri Arvind 
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief Minister of Delhi Shri Manish Sisodia 
visited the institution last May to felicitate these two exceptional girls. 
BKG has also established Hakim Ajmal Khan Girls Senior Secondary 
School, BKG Computer Centre and is running a computer institute in 
collaboration with NCPUL. At present, 100 orphan boys and 50 
orphan girls are housed in its two hostel buildings at Daryaganj and 
Matia Mahal in Old Delhi. Successive Presidents and other high 
dignitaries have patronized and visited BKG. The current chairman of 
BJG is Haji Mian Faiyazuddin, a businessman, vice chairman is Tej 
Lai Bharti, a social activist while the administrator is Masroor Hasan 
Siddiqi, Advocate. BKG may be contacted at 
bachchonkaghar@gmail.com. 


AFRIN SHAIKH 

(seen with her father) 
Daughter of Shaikh Muhammad 
driver in Ahmedabad, she 
High School exams in 20 


Ms VINEET KAUR 

Ms VINEET KAUR (Mathematics Olympiad winner) 
Pursuing Grade XII at Guru Tegh Bahadur 3rd 
Centenary Public School and doing well in her 
studies, Vineet Kaur participated in many 
competitions and cultural activities and won prizes 
and trophies. Her great feat to date was to win the 
gold medal in National Mathematics Olympiad 
(2018). She was President of Child Rotary Club 
Delhi (2017-18) among other honours. 


EKRAMUL HAQ 


Zeenat Mahal School, Lai Kuan, now 
a student of Zakir Husain College 
Secured 100 per cent marks in Urdu 
in Sr. Secondary exams 2017. 


SAMA SHAH 

Daughter of Shabir Shah and 
student of DPS Srinagar, she 
topped in J&K Board Senior 
Secondary exams in 2018, 
securing 97.8 %. 


AQSA SIKANDAR 


(Mission Taaleem) 

An alumnus of Delhi University, Haque is a 
graduate in psychology and law and holds a 
masters in social work. Working presently as 
general manager (HR & Law) in a Government of 
India company, he has won the best nodal officer 
award across India in 2013 in National Energy 
Conservation. He is the brain behind the 
educational movement called “MISSION 
TAALEEM” (http://missiontaaleem.org) which is 
relentlessly working for the education of socially 
and economically backward classes across India 
since mid-2010, especially in Delhi NCR and parts 
of Haryana & Uttar Pradesh, guiding children and 
parents, counseling, holding educational 
awareness and motivational camps. 


YUMNA IRSHAD 

Student of 3rd year, Hamdard 
Public School, Talimabad, she 
secured the second rank in the 
International Society for 
Olympiad 2018; was first in her 
school with 97.3% in 2018. 
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